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May 26, 2010 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 

As I write this, I can look out of my office window and see a class of 3rd 

graders in the courtyard with the MVPS lower school science teacher, Mary 

Cantwell.  The reason that they have my attention is that they are lined up 

neatly, each with a 2 liter bottle of Diet Coke on the ground in front of them.  

Affixed to the mouth of each bottle is something that looks like a test tube 

that is open at both ends.  Near the end closest to the bottle, there is a tooth-

pick inserted through two tiny holes, bisecting the tube.  This toothpick, 

when removed, will allow about eight Mentos (a sugary mint candy) to slide 

down into the Diet Coke bottle and that immediately will be followed by a 

twelve to twenty-five foot geyser of soda pop shooting back up out of the 

bottle, through the tube, and into the sky.  In previous classes, only about 12 

ounces of Diet Coke remains in the bottle.  It is quite a remarkable thing to 

see and has managed to divert my attention all day. (see photo on page 7) 

 Mrs. Cantwell is a great teacher and the children love her class and 

learn so much because it is about experiencing the subject, not just reading 

about it.  Today they have learned that the experiment works best with name 

brand Diet Coke as opposed to generic brands or other types of soft drinks 

and that the results are less impressive with fruit flavored Mentos.  The rea-

son for that is that the mint ones, when viewed under a microscope, show a 

surface that is covered with tiny nooks and crannies while the fruity ones are 

smooth.  The greater surface area on the mints allows for more chemical re-

action and the nooks are perfect for attracting the carbon bubbles that form 

instantly in them.  I suppose that we could learn this just from having some-

one telling us, but doing it and witnessing it firsthand makes the information 

more memorable and the study of it much more interesting. 

 This educational theory does not just apply to science.  When we not 

only read the Bible, but put it under the microscope of historical-critical 

study, discuss it with others, and experiment with ways to put those words 

into action in the world, it not only changes the world to the glory of God, 

but makes those words more real in our lives and indelible in our memories.  

And when we expose the entire surface area of our lives to Godôs Word and 

let it into every nook and cranny of our being, the practical 

theological reaction that results can be no less impressive.  
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June 6 

 Communion 
 9 am ï First Cup Worship 

 11 am ï  Traditional Worship 

June 13 

 9 am ï First Cup Worship  

 11 am ï  Traditional Worship 

June 20  

 Fatherôs Day 
 9 am ï First Cup Worship 

 11 am ï  Traditional Worship 

June  27 

 LNP Sunday  

 No First Cup This Week 
 11 am ï  Traditional Worship 

 Summer Sunday School  
10:00 am -  10:45 am  

Got News? Weôd like to hear from 
you. Send us your news, so we too can 

celebrate, laugh, and or cry with you.  

After allé We are FAMILY. 

Good News Deadline 
Good News is published monthly. Please 

keep that in mind when submitting your 

information for publication.  

Upcoming Good News Schedule is as 

follows: 

GN Deadline:  
June 16 

July 21 
 

Please plan accordingly. 

GN Publication: 
June 23 

July 28 
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Session 
Ministry Teams 

 
 

Adult 
Anne Troy 
Lou Baine    

Children 
Meg Christian 

Carrie Southard 
 

Congregational Care 
Sally Williams 

Malinda Holmes 
 

Finance/Administration 
John Hibbard 

Jim Snave 
 

Intergenerational 
Debbie Barclift 
John Kapsaroff 

 

Outreach 
Ross Browne 

Kirk Pumphrey 
 

Seniors 
Bert Hels 

Donna Martin 

 

Stewardship 
Dan Schafer 
Bob Addison 

 

Strategic Planning 
Sam McClurg 
Kathryn Wade 

 

Witness 
Louisa Boss 

Jeanne Gilliland 
 

Worship 
Becky Hague 

Ross Mielke 
 

Youth 
Julie Chesnutt 

Martha Baitcher 
 

Clerk of Session 
John Hibbard 

Sermon Schedule 

June 6 - Owen Stepp 

Title and Scripture: TBA 

June 13 - Ron 

Title and Scripture: TBA 

June 20  

Title and Scripture: Inherit the Spirit, 

Genesis 5:1-32; II Kings 2:1-3, 6-14  

June 27 - LNP Sunday 

Title and Scripture: TBA 

Love and Logic 

The Love 

and Logic 

workshop for 

parents of 

teens con-

cluded on 

May 16. Par-

ticipants pictured from left to right are: 

Guy Lever, Beppie Lever, Amy Zang, 

Sharon Egan (workshop leader), Sharon 

Tokanel, Elizabeth Earhart, Jodi Martin, 

and Carrie Southard. Others participating 

in the workshop were: Jim & Ellen 

McCormick, Leigh Thompson, Shawn 

Tokanel, and David Earhart. Kudos to the 

Adult MT for sponsoring this helpful 

workshop for our parents.  



 

Childrenõs News 
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Summer is Coming! 

 

The warm, lazy days of summer are nearly here - 

time to kick back and relax.  School is out, vaca-

tions are on the horizon and schedules change.  

Things at church change a bit in the summer, too, but many 

things stay the same.  The adult Sunday school classes com-

bine during the summer, but youth and childrenôs Sunday 

school continues - just with a different emphasis.  The Adult, 

Youth and Childrenôs Ministry Teams have been working hard 

to create several all church family Sunday school times for the 

summer.  Weôll enjoy several intergenerational Sunday school 

dates, as well as a couple of outreach Sundays for the entire 

church family to take part in. In late June the childrenôs group 

will have an opportunity to visit Sylvia McAdam at her urban 

farm - 3 blocks from the church.  We visited Sylvia last year 

and the children and their parents enjoyed it a great deal.  Itôs 

fun to find out where some of our food comes from and see to 

growing.   

In addition to these Sunday school experiences there will be a 

couple of very child friendly adult gatherings.  Ben Mathes 

will be coming in August to talk about his work with Rivers of 

the World and it will be a very exciting Sunday for children 

and adults.  Joe B will be presenting his Independence Day 

version of ñJoeòpardy on Sunday, July 4.  In between all of 

these dates, the children will be ñon the roadò with a variety of 

biblical characters as we embark on an Awesome Adventure - 

Godôs People on the Move.  Weôll hit the road with Abram and 

Sarai, take the road through the wilderness, follow the road of 

wisdom, and be on the road with Jesus, the teacher, the healer, 

and the Way.   

 

Join us on our journey! 
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Youth News 

We had a great time at our Cinco (really Dos) 

de Mayo party! We had a big crowd, and we 

played all kinds of fun games, and ate lots of 

Mexican food. It was a great chance for our teens to bring their 

friends, and they did. Please enjoy the pictures below. 

Our Senior High group is going to Cosby, TN, June 6-13, to help 

out people in the Appalachian region of the USA. This particular 

area has the highest unemployment rate in the country (when Dol-

lywood is not open). Sunset Gap, the group with whom we will 

be working, has allowed us to be matched to some people who 

really need wheelchair ramps, new roofing, and new flooring. 

Traditionally these folks are very suspicious of outsiders, but 

Sunset Gap has been there so long that they trust them ï and by 

extension, trust us. Please pray for our group as we try and get to 

know them while helping rebuild their precious homes. Trip par-

ticipants are Julie Chesnutt, Leah Ferrill, Lucy Hibbard, Cat Hutt, 

Gill Hutt, Callum Lever, Matt McAdam, Tyler McCormick, and 

Ben Peeler. Also if you would like to make a donation to help us 

pay for the materials we will need, please make a check to the 

church and mark it for the mission trip. Thank you for your 

prayers and support ï we couldnôt do it without you, and are al-

ways proud to represent you! 

 

Peace and Grace, 

Elizabeth 
 

P.S.  

 

Many of you have asked me who the talented artist behind the 

Confirmation "Superhero" pictures was. Jon Breeling, who is the 

son of Julie and John Chesnutt, did those incredible drawings 

with minimal input from me! Jon is currently at Georgia Southern 

University, and was a very active member of the MVPC youth 

group, so it was fun to have him be a part of things once again. 
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Youth Group 


