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June  23, 2010 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

   In her recent book Spiritual Leadership for Church Officers, the 

Rev. Joan Gray, moderator of the 217th General Assembly of the Pres-

byterian Church (U.S.A.) describes two kinds of congregations, row-

boat congregations and sailboat congregations. In rowboat congrega-

tions the leaders and members depend upon their own power and re-

sources as they carry out Godôs agenda. In contrast, sailboat congrega-

tions depend upon the power of God (wind of God). In sailboat con-

gregations the leadership and membership know that what they have, 

or do not have, in the way of human and material resources is not the 

decisive factor in what they can accomplish as a congregation. Sail-

boat congregations depend on the power of God, not their own power, 

and Godôs power empowers them to do more than they could ever 

have dreamed. 

   Gray continues by suggesting that being a sailboat congregation de-

pends on the hoisting of three ñsailsò ï passion for God, faith in Godôs 

provision, and a willingness to let go ï and then she asserts that pas-

sion for God is the first and most important sail to be hoisted in the 

sailboat congregation. 

   How does Gray define passion for God? In giving her definition, she 

references the conversation between the lawyer and Jesus in Luke 

10:25-28. According to Gray, ñto be passionate about God means that 

we are committed to loving God with all our heart, mind, soul, and 

strength and to loving our neighbor as we love ourselves.ò 

   As our Natural Church Development Task Force continues its work 

in leading us to become more passionate in our spirituality, I appreci-

ate Grayôs reminder that at the core of the Hebrew and Christian scrip-

tures is this profound, word, love ï love of God, love of neighbor, love 

of self, all in the context of a dependence on Godôs power. 

   

Anyone for sailing? 
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Summer Office 

Hours 

June - August 20 
Monday - Thursday 

8 am - 4 pm 

Friday 

8 am - 2 pm 

Upcoming Sunday Events 
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July 4 

 Communion 

 No First Cup This Week 

 10 am - ñJoeòpardy 

 11 am ï  Traditional Worship 

July 11 

 Inter-Generational Sunday School 
 9 am ï First Cup Worship  

 11 am ï  Traditional Worship 

July 18  

 VBS Sunday 
 9 am ï First Cup Worship 

 11 am ï  Traditional Worship 

July 25 

 9 am ï First Cup Worship 

 11 am ï  Traditional Worship 

 Summer Sunday School  
10:00 am -  10:45 am  

Got News? Weôd like to hear from you. 
Send us your news, so we too can cele-

brate, laugh, and or cry with you.  

After allé We are FAMILY. 

Good News Deadline 
The Good News is published monthly. 

Please keep that in mind when submitting 

your information for publication.  

Upcoming Good News Schedule is as fol-

lows: 

GN Deadline:  
July 21 

August 18 
 

Please plan accordingly. 

GN Publication: 
July 28 

August 25 
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Session 
Ministry Teams 

 
 

Adult 
Anne Troy 
Lou Baine    

Children 
Meg Christian 

Carrie Southard 
 

Congregational Care 
Sally Williams 

Malinda Holmes 
 

Finance/Administration 
John Hibbard 

Jim Snave 
 

Intergenerational 
Debbie Barclift 
John Kapsaroff 

 

Outreach 
Ross Browne 

Kirk Pumphrey 
 

Seniors 
Bert Hels 

Donna Martin 

 

Stewardship 
Dan Schafer 
Bob Addison 

 

Strategic Planning 
Sam McClurg 
Kathryn Wade 

 

Witness 
Louisa Boss 

Jeanne Gilliland 
 

Worship 
Becky Hague 

Ross Mielke 
 

Youth 
Julie Chesnutt 

Martha Baitcher 
 

Clerk of Session 
John Hibbard 

Sermon Schedule 

July 4  

Title and Scripture: Ordinary People;  

Exodus 3:7-12; Luke 6:12-16; 8:1-3  

July 11  

Title and Scripture: Ifé, Thené. ;  

Amos 8:1-12; John 1:1-5  

July 18  

Title and Scripture: Inherit the Spirit, 

Genesis 5:1-32; II Kings 2:1-3, 6-14  

July 25 

Title and Scripture: TBA 

Senior Adult Ministry 

The Senior Adult Ministry is having a 

potluck lunch on Saturday July 10 at 

12:00 Noon in the Kirk Center. Please 

notify Bert Hels if you plan to attend. 

Member Directory 

Itôs time, itôs time, ITôS TIME! 

Itôs time to update your contact info. 

Have you moved, changed jobs, email  

address(es), phone number(s) - home or  

mobile? If so, please contact Symone or Pat 

with your changes by July 15th. A new 

church directory is in the works, so stay 

tuned. 

Name Badges are in for the following: 

Fishers, Hasell, Hess, and Sims. Stop by 

the office any time during office hours or 

on Sunday.  



 

Childrenõs News 
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ñHands Onò Service 

 

   As I write this Iôm trying to finalize plans for the 

service projects the 4th-5th grade VBS children 

will be working on from July 12 - 16.  After the 

opening activities of Vacation Bible School each morning the 

4th - 5th graders  head off to a variety of places to use our hands 

to show Godôs love in a tangible way.  The kids always work 

really hard and put in a lot of effort to make a difference for 

other people.  This year will not be an exception as our pro-

jects will include working at CAC, interacting with the resi-

dents of the Mount Vernon Village, doing some outside work 

at Chastain Park, and doing some very special projects here at 

MVPC.  Weôll also spend a bit of time talking about why itôs 

important to be Christôs hands and feet here on earth. 

Being ñhands onò with our faith and trying to serve Godôs peo-

ple in a variety of settings always benefits us as much as it 

benefits those we serve.  Itôs important to see beyond our-

selves, even if just for a little bit.  Here at MVPC there are 

many individuals and families who routinely find ways to 

work service into their daily lives.  Itôs always amazing to hear 

all the places and ways that folks serve throughout our commu-

nity.    

   Iôd like to recommend an organization whose focus is service 

to the greater Atlanta area.  Hands On Atlanta  serves as a 

clearinghouse for organizations needing volunteers and helps 

to match people up to groups needing help.  They have volun-

teer opportunities for families with children of all ages, for 

teens, and for adults.  If you have a regular amount of time you 

can volunteer - they have a listing of who can use you.  If you 

can only help one or two times - they can connect you to 

groups needing that kind of help.  Hands on Atlanta is a great 

resource for families wanting to put ñfeet to their faithò.  

Check them out at www.handsonatlanta.com.  
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Youth News 

   What a fabulous mission trip we had to Sun-

set Gap in Cosby, TN (the Appalachian re-

gion)! It was so beautiful there, and we worked 

really hard. We learned a whole new set of skills this week, as we 

put on a roof, built and mounted a deck, painted the outside of the 

trailer, and got to know the people in the area. 

   We loved the family upon whose house we worked ï Charlene 

Ruppert, her daughter Danielle, and her boyfriend Danny. A few 

of Danielleôs friends also stay there from time to time, so we felt 

like we made lots of friends in the area. They also had several 

cats (who ate our lunch one day ï which I think was funny only to 

me), a few dogs, a rooster, and several other animal creatures 

around. Charlene is currently working three jobs to support them, 

as well as caring off and on for the 6 month old baby of a 

neighborôs 15 year old daughter. They were so appreciative of 

everything we did, and I know they would want to thank you 

themselves. 

   Our teens worked SO hard. They did not give up! They learned 

lots of new things, and I saw them constantly helping one another 

and the family in a myriad of ways without looking for anything 

in return. Each one took a turn in leading our devotions, and they 

moved and inspired me every day with their grace, their sweet-

ness, their terrific work ethics, and their desire to serve God. We 

also laughed for a solid week, which was just such fun. I wish 

you could have seen them in action! You would have been as im-

pressed as I was. 

   We hope you will join us in Fellowship Hall on Sunday, 8/29, 

during the Sunday School hour to hear more about our trip and 

see pictures. We want to especially thank Julie Chesnutt and Cat 

Hutt for going as adult leaders (and constant inspirations to all of 

us!), and to our donors for the materials we were able to buy and 

use as a result of your gifts. Thank you to our church family ï if 

you had seen our youth, you would know they made you proud 

this week! Pictures on next page. 

 

    Peace and Grace, 
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Youth Mission Trip 


