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July  28, 2010 

Dear Friends, 

 

My friend Katie once said, ñAfrica stole my heart. In many ways, I left it 

there.ò I think I speak for our team when I say that, after going, we un-

derstand her sentiments. What an amazing experience we had! The Chris-

tian Alliance for Children in Zambia (CACZ) is doing amazing ministry 

there in so many areas. We stayed at the House of Moses, which is a cri-

sis nursery for infants and small toddlers whose parents are either no 

longer living or cannot care for them at this time. Walking into the tod-

dler room and seeing all of those arms immediately go up would melt the 

softest heart as would  holding the sweet babies in the nursery. Our team 

also got to work with the children at the House of Martha, which is for 

ages 4-13, a group traditionally overlooked. Seeing them get SO excited 

about Bruceôs woodworking and the Pinewood Derby cars, learning to 

knit, receiving a journal, jumping rope, coloring, hearing stories, etc., 

was such a privilege. We got to worship with our brothers and sisters in 

Christ at the Garden Presbyterian Church (where they dedicated a build-

ing to Barbara Hughes!) and the Jesus Army Church. We also got to help 

deliver Milk and Medicine, and work with the children at the Bill and 

Bette Bryant House, which is for the older toddlers. The teams of care-

givers blessed us daily with their love and care for the children, and the 

devotions we had with them each morning were incredibly moving and 

inspiring. We saw and interacted with all of the amazing students at the 

schools with which CACZ works ï the Helen DeVos Christian School, 

the Ngombe Presbyterian School, etc. We stayed busy constantly, and yet 

we could have done so much more in our time there! The money you 

send to help these ministries and students is so very appreciated by all of 

them, and we were blown away by their sweet hearts and joyful spirits. 

One of the highlights for all of us was witnessing a soccer match between 

the girls at two of the schools. (Read Robyn Baitcherôs account of the 

match inside.)         
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Summer Office 

Hours 

June - August 20 
Monday - Thursday 

8 am - 4 pm 

Friday 

8 am - 2 pm 

Upcoming Sunday Events 

2 

August 1 

 Communion 
 9 am - First Cup Worship 

 11 am ï  Traditional Worship 

August 8 

 9 am ï First Cup Worship  

 11 am ï  Traditional Worship 

August 15 

 9 am ï First Cup Worship 

 11 am ï  Traditional Worship 

August 22 

 9 am ï First Cup Worship 

 11 am ï  Traditional Worship 

August 29 

 9 am ï First Cup Worship 

 11 am ï  Traditional Worship 

 5 pm - Family Fun Night 

 Summer Sunday School  
10:00 am -  10:45 am  

Happy  birthday  

and  

anniversary  to  

all who  make   

August special !  
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Session 
Ministry Teams 

 
 

Adult 
Anne Troy 
Lou Baine    

Children 
Meg Christian 

Carrie Southard 
 

Congregational Care 
Sally Williams 

Malinda Holmes 
 

Finance/Administration 
John Hibbard 

Jim Snave 
 

Intergenerational 
Debbie Barclift 
John Kapsaroff 

 

Outreach 
Ross Browne 

Kirk Pumphrey 
 

Seniors 
Bert Hels 

Donna Martin 

 

Stewardship 
Dan Schafer 
Bob Addison 

 

Strategic Planning 
Sam McClurg 
Kathryn Wade 

 

Witness 
Louisa Boss 

Jeanne Gilliland 
 

Worship 
Becky Hague 

Ross Mielke 
 

Youth 
Julie Chesnutt 

Martha Baitcher 
 

Clerk of Session 
John Hibbard 

Sermon Schedule 

August 1 

Title and Scripture: TBA 

Guest Speaker - Rev. Dr. Ben Mathes 

August 8 

Title and Scripture: Keeping the Light on 

for Jesus  

Luke 12:32-40  

August 15 

Title and Scripture: By Faith, 

 Hebrews 11:29-12:2 

August 22 

Title and Scripture: Keeping Your Eye 

on the Ball 

Luke 13:10-17 

Senior Adult Ministry 

The Seniors Ministry will be going to see 

the Michael OôNeal Singers at the Ros-

well UMC on Sunday August 15. We 

will carpool from MVPCôs parking lot 

near the playground at 2:00 PM. Admis-

sion is $12 in advance (phone 770-594-

7974 or www.mosingers.com) or $15 at 

the door. Please notify Bert Hels if you 

are going. 

http://www.mossingers.com


 

Childrenõs News 
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We have a lot of exciting things happening for children and 

families at MVPC! Vacation Bible School was a huge success 

with over 115 children and more than 50 adult and youth vol-

unteers! Our theme this year was ñBaobab Blastò.  The Baobab 

tree is an enormous tree in Africa that is often used as a meeting place for 

many people to gather, discuss, and share stories.  This symbol was used to 

help guide the children in their growth as members of Godôs community.  

During the week, we were able to connect the theme from Baobab Blast with 

Mount Vernonôs on-going mission in Zambia. Barbara Hughes shared pic-

tures and information about the House of Moses and House of Martha, and 

Elizabeth Small taught the children an African song that the children in Zam-

bia love to sing. In response to Godôs call, the children made drum backs and 

collected change to give to our mission. Through the generosity of parents 

and children, we raised $1000 for Change 4 Children! Families: Mark your 

calendars for our next Family Fun Night! Sunday, August 29th from 5:00-

7:00pm in the gym with dinner to follow in the Fellowship Hall. This will be 

a great time for kids and parents to just have fun together! (Youth activities 

will be planned for middle school and high school students).  

Childrenôs Bibles Invitation 

Mt. Vernon Presbyterian Church is excited to announce a new tradition of 

giving Childrenôs Bibles to 2nd graders!  This invitation is open to all, MVPC 

members and non-members alike.  All 2nd graders who wish to receive a Bi-

ble will be presented one during worship on Sunday, Sept. 12th.  During Sun-

day School that morning, a picture will be taken of the children who will re-

ceive Bibles. In addition, this year we would like to invite all 3rd -5th graders 

who do not have a Bible to also receive one on this day. If you would like 

your 2nd-5th grader to receive a Bible, please email the following information 

to Rev. Jodi Martin at joditnt@gmail.com by Monday, Sept. 6th.  Name of 

child and grade, Parentôs name and email address, Service that you child 

would like to receive his/her Bible (9:00 1st Cup Contemporary Service or 

11:00 Traditional Worship), Or, if your child would like to receive a Bible, 

but you are unable to attend worship on Sept. 12th, please let us know. 

mailto:joditnt@gmail.com
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Youth News 
...The World Cup was going on at the same 

time, with thousands of dollars being spent on 

uniforms, shirts, players, etc. These girls 

played on dirt and rocks in their bare feet, and I guarantee you 

that they had more fun than any of the WC teams! 

We could talk about the trip forever, and simply donôt have 

enough room in this space to truly do it justice. However, we will 

be sharing pictures and stories in Fellowship Hall during Sunday 

School on August 15. We hope you will all come! We want to 

encourage you to begin thinking and praying now about going on 

the trip next year. God was so present in all that we saw and did, 

and none of us will ever forget the beauty of Victoria Falls, or the 

animals we saw close up on safari. Most of all, though, we will 

remember the faces of the children we came to love. Africa did 

steal all of our hearts, and we most definitely left a piece of our-

selves there. Thank you all for helping to make it happen! 
 For the A(frica) Team ï  Africa Team: Robyn Baitcher, Kathleen Gilreath, Bruce 

Hagenau, Wendy Hagenau, Barbara Hughes, Sally Lister, Elizabeth Small 

 

 

You might have noticed a lot of dirt and dust surrounding Gailey 

Hall. Yes, we are trying to redo our Youth Facility! We are hav-

ing the floor redone, and then renovating parts of the inside while 

still keeping its rustic charm intact. We will be letting you know 

about fundraising efforts to make this building an even greater 

place for our young people, but we wanted to let you know that 

our youth, parents, and assorted friends of the ministry have all 

had a lot of input as to what we will be doing in there. The big-

gest chore is the floor, which should be done before school starts 

ï then we will do some of the interior work. I am SO appreciative 

of everyone who came to help clean out and move all of the exist-

ing stuff ï that was a big one! If you are interested in helping out 

by painting or building on the inside (very light building), then 

please let me know. In the meantime, know that we have been 

praying a LOT about this restoration, and believe it is in Godôs 

plan for us to go forward. Please pray with us, and 

thanks for your support!      Peace, 
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Africa Pictures 


