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Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 

 Ever since I first recognized my call to the particular Christian 

vocation of Minister of Word and Sacrament, I have understood that pri-

marily to be one of speaking (or, at times like this, writing). Whether in 

preaching or teaching, I have tried to speak words of proclamation for 

God or instruction about our Christian faith and the discipleship born out 

of it.  At the earliest of ages, others around me also recognized this voca-

tion as a ñgood fit.ò  Those affirming comments usually were accompa-

nied by something like, ñYou have a nice speaking voice.ò  This was, 

perhaps, a kind way of saying, ñWell, you talk a lot, anyway.  Why not 

do that professionally?ò  Maybe you have noticed that I am rarely short 

on words, a quality shared by many preachers and a quality that frustrates 

worshipers with Sunday lunch plans and church secretaries who so often 

have to scrunch the type size of this cover letter to fit it on one page.  So 

as we have been working on Listening this last year, I doubt anyone has 

found that to be any more of a challenge than I have.   

Here is an example:  Back in late November, I was covering one 

of Jodiôs Christian Education classes in a room of 4th graders.  We were 

talking about John the Baptist and the unique message he had of repen-

tance and salvation.  John was cast in the role of the Old Testament 

prophets, who had preceded him by 500 years.  So I asked the question, 

ñWhat was a prophetôs job?ò  The simple answer I was looking for was 

something along the lines of, ñA prophet spoke for God.ò  The first hand 

that shot up belonged to MVPCôs own Hannah Hagenau.  When I called 

on her, she answered with all possible confidence, ñA prophet listened to 

God.ò  She was sure that was the answer I was looking for.  I wish it had 

been!  Thanks for listening, Hannah.  Iôm going to try harder. 

 

Shalom, 
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Regular Sunday Schedule 
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    9 am  First Cup Communion Worship 

    9:45 am 15 Minutes of Fellowship 

   10 am Sunday School 

   11 am Worship in Sanctuary 

    5 pm Middle School Youth Group 

    6 pm Dinner for All Youth 

    6:30 pm Senior High Youth Group 

Happy  birthday  

and  

anniversary  to  

all who  make   

January 

special !  

Presbyterians Today 
magazines are now 
available for pick-
up in the church 

office, Narthex, or 
reading table. Pick 
one up TODAY! 

Holiday Office Hours 

(12/24 ï 12/31) 

12/24, 12/29, and 12/30 

9am to 3pm 

Office Closed Monday, 12/27, Tuesday, 

12/28, and Friday, 12/31  

December 26 

No First Cup  

Join us in Fellowship Hall for a  

Christmas Brunch at 10 am 
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Session 
Ministry Teams 

 
 

Adult 
Anne Troy 
Lou Baine    

Children 
Meg Christian 

Carrie Southard 
 

Congregational Care 
Sally Williams 

Malinda Holmes 
 

Finance/Administration 
John Hibbard 

Jim Snave 
 

Intergenerational 
Debbie Barclift 
John Kapsaroff 

 

Outreach 
Ross Browne 

Kirk Pumphrey 
 

Seniors 
Bert Hels 

Donna Martin 

 

Stewardship 
Dan Schafer 
Bob Addison 

 

Strategic Planning 
Sam McClurg 
Kathryn Wade 

 

Witness 
Louisa Boss 

Jeanne Gilliland 
 

Worship 
Becky Hague 

Ross Mielke 
 

Youth 
Julie Chesnutt 

Martha Baitcher 
 

Clerk of Session 
John Hibbard 

Sermon Schedule 

January 2 

What We Learn From Sankofa 

John 1:1-18 
 

January 9 

Andrew Whaley 

Wonder 

Matthew 2:1-12 
 

January 16 

Reaffirmation 

John 1:19-34 
 

January 23 

Tom Evans, Executive Presbyter of  

Presbytery of Greater Atlanta 

Ordination/Installation of Elders  
 

January 30 

Moses and the Law 

Exodus 23:1-9 

College Students 

Home for the Holidays? 

Wishing for a chance to hang out with 

Friends you havenôt seen since Youth 

Group? 

Just for the Christmas Break, a place for 

youé 
 

Starting December 12, through New 

Years or so, College Sunday School will 

meet at 10:00 a.m. Fellowship Hall, in a 

room near the coffee & snacks 
 

Questions?  Commentsé   

Contact Patricia Hibbard/Adult Minis-

tries Team  patricia.hibbard@yahoo.com  

770/817-8589 Rev. Ron Gilreath  

ron@mvpchurch.org  404/255-2211x225   

mailto:patricia.hibbard@yahoo.com
mailto:ron@mvpchurch.org
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Children and Family News 

Blankets for Zambia 
 

The 3rd-5th grade Sunday 

school class made blankets 

to send to children in  

Zambia!  Great job! 

Christmas Memories !  
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Youth News 
 

We are just about DONE with Gailey Hall, 

and we are all just thrilled at how it has turned 

out. Currently we are waiting on someone to do the other bath-

room floor, and that is about it! The Spaghetti Lunch was such 

fun, and all of you were so supportive to come and be there for 

us. I know the kids had a great time, and major kudos go to Mar-

tha Baitcher, who planned and supervised the cooking of that 

great meal. (One member said to me that she had planned to just 

pretend to eat it, since she didnôt think it would be too great ï and 

then went back for seconds!) 

 

We had a work day on December 11 to get everything touched up 

and ready to go in Gailey Hall, and then were able to celebrate in 

our new space on Dec. 12 with our Christmas party. That was so 

fantastic! Itôs really nice to be able to tie it all up and consider it 

done. We will be having an Open House in the new year for you 

to see it all, and we are excited about showing it off. After all, this 

is YOUR building as well as one for the youth, since you made it 

happen. Thank you for that! 

 

 

Peace, 
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Not everyone got a chance to "register for the census" at Hanging 

of the Greens, but attached is a map of the birthplaces for those 

who did (not including the one foreign exchange student from 

Iceland!) 
  
The average person can walk 3 miles an hour, we figured that 

each person could walk 8 hours a day...Paige Earhart was born 

(and only lived about 3 days in) Seattle, WA, she'd have the long-

est trip...some 2,640 miles (or about 110 days of travel) not too 

far behind, but on the East Coast was Roula Elias, her trip to Bos-

ton, MA would be 1100 miles and would take her 46 days on 

foot. And most of the Northrop family would have to travel over 

a month to get back home! We had several folks from GA of 

course and many from IL and PA. 
  
Of course we ARE more transient than Mary & Joseph...I didn't 

average the amount of days it might take those who registered to 

return home, but would estimate it at least 20-days. 
  
And now...YOU know! 

Census òTriviaó from the Hanging of the Greens 


